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| INTRODUCTION 
 
BACKGROUND 
The New England state aviation officials, in partnership with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
conducted a study of the General Aviation (GA) airport system in New England. In the fall of 2006, the 
FAA New England Region, in concert with the New England Airport Directors and New England State 
Aviation Directors, completed the New England Regional Airport System Plan (NERASP). That study 
served as the foundation of a regional strategy for the air carrier airport system to support the needs of 
air passengers through 2020. The development of that strategy has been instrumental in assisting with 
the investment and development of the primary commercial airport system in New England. 
 
During preparation of the NERASP, the group highlighted that a similar evaluation of GA would provide 
state aviation officials with a greater understanding of the role of general aviation in New England, as 
well as the infrastructure investment and priorities to support that role. Assisted by this information, 
FAA can make more informed decisions regarding priority capital investments.  In addition to having an 
overall perspective of the New England GA system, a goal of this assessment is to provide each state 
aviation official with a common understanding of their state airport system in relation to the New 
England Region as a whole. 
 
Since the initial NERASP study proved that the geographic boundary of the New England region, as well 
as its cultural identity, can make for an effective planning approach for the air carrier system, why not 
use it for the GA system as well. 
 
It also became obvious that it was essential to develop a strategic perspective of the New England 
general aviation airport system because we were faced with:  
 

1. A struggling economy,  

2. Rising costs to operate aircraft and airports,  

3. Declining operational activity, 

4. An aging infrastructure, and 

5. Limited state and federal funds to address improvements. 

This unique application of airport system planning is similar to a recent FAA general aviation study to 
develop a nationwide GA perspective called άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎΥ ! bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜǘέ (FAA ASSET 
Study). The FAA Asset Study provides a new framework of analysis for analyzing the New England GA 
airports that was incorporated into this study. 
 

PROJECT GOALS 
When referring to the New England airport system (excluding heliports and seaplane bases) there are 
over 360 landing sites. Of these, over 150 are public use airports that are publicly or privately owned, 
and just over 110 of these airports are eligible to apply to the FAA for Airport Improvement Program 
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(AIP) grants. The overall goals ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ tƭŀƴ ς General Aviationέ 
(NERASP GA) are to: 
 

1. Identify the airport system essential to meet the future GA demand; 

2. EsǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ άŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǊate assessment of airport roles; 

3. Present an overview of the infrastructure cost essential to sustain and improve the system; 

4. Create performance standards to monitor the system; 

5. Identify the GA airports that are essential to the regional transportation system; 

6. Highlight the significance of general aviation in the economic development of New England; and 

7. Develop strategies that ensure a sustainable GA airport system. 

Based on the original goals of the study, the project team developed a comprehensive framework to 
produce the data and analysis to address these goals. As is often the case, the resources needed to 
accomplish such a comprehensive scope were not available. Consequently, and in consultation with the 
State Aviation Directors, it was determined a phased approach would be taken. The Phase I effort that is 
reported herein is approximately 25% of the original scope, but was meant to provide an adequate 
understanding GA activity in New England, and a baseline for the next phase to build upon. 
 
Under this phased approach, GA was reviewed through various independent lenses that do not 
necessarily follow a traditional system planning approach. Often the result of these independent tasks 
provided new insights and anecdotal information on the regional airport system. As a result, the findings 
of Phase I have identified some potential areas where additional analysis may be needed, while other 
findings simply provide a baseline for GA in the New England Region. 
 
This Phase I document serves as a compilation of the key findings. It provides the context of what was 
accomplished and it identifies several unique observations and potential areas that should be 
considered in the next phase of studying the New England Regional Airport System ς General Aviation. 
The subsequent phase is needed to achieve the goal identified above; άDevelop strategies that ensure a 
sustainable GA airport systemέ. 
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| CLASSIFICATION OF GA AIRPORTS IN NEW ENGLAND SYSTEM 
 
This task attempted to focus on a baseline understanding of General Aviation (GA) in New England. To 
accomplish this, the effort reviewed and assessed the existing GA system focusing on an objective 
description of the historic function of the airports in providing services to its service area communities 
and their interaction with other regional and national airports. In terms of a national system their roles 
have been defined by the FAA National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS). Further, it provides a 
profile of the New England GA airports in each classification. 
 
In May of 2012, with the release of the FAA ASSET Study, the FAA created five new classifications of 
general aviation airports included in the National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS): National, 
Regional, Local, Basic, and Unclassified. Previously, GA airports were classified as either reliever or 
general aviation airports in the NPIAS. Some airports were not classified (Unclassified) during the ASSET 
Study because of a lack of information. A supplemental FAA study is underway to assess the Unclassified 
airports. Beginning with the FY 2013-2017 NPIAS report, future NPIAS reports will incorporate the new 
GA airport classifications.  
 
The main objective of the NERASP-GA study was to ƳŀǇ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ btL!{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ C!!Ωǎ 
ASSET study classifications and incorporate into the results of other Phase I efforts. The intent was to 
include airport facility needs, the system of airports as it relates to approach access, and air traffic 
control towers to understand how these airports may affect system performance and safety. Further, 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀǎƪ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ C!!Ωǎ !{{9¢ ǎǘǳŘȅ Ŏlassifications and analyzed the system of airports to 
understand the common characteristics among these airports beyond the ASSET classifications. The 
results provide an information baseline, as well as further understanding as to what each of these 
airports means to the New England Region. 
 
Both the NPIAS and ASSET descriptions are provided below for context. In addition, classification profiles 
and mapping of the airports by these designations are also provided. 
 

NATIONAL PLAN OF INTEGRATED AIRPORT SYSTEMS (NPIAS) 
The NPIAS identifies more than 3,300 existing and proposed airports that are significant to national air 
transportation and thus eligible to receive Federal grants under the Airport Improvement Program (AIP).  
 
The NPIAS includes all commercial service, reliever (high-capacity general aviation airports in 
metropolitan areas), and select general aviation airports. Communities that do not receive scheduled 
commercial service or that do not meet the criteria for classification as a commercial service airport may 
be included in the NPIAS as a general aviation airport if they meet minimum activity thresholds (e.g., at 
least 10 based aircraft) and are at least 20 miles from the nearest NPIAS airport. 
 
The NPIAS only categorizes GA airports into two classifications: reliever and all others. Reliever airports 
are designated by the FAA to relieve congestion at commercial service airports and to provide improved 
general aviation access to the overall community. To be eligible for reliever designation, these airports 
must have 100 or more based aircraft or 25,000 annual itinerant operations. The remaining airports are 
commonly referred to as general aviation airports. This airport type is the largest single group of airports 
in the National airport system. 
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Within the NPIAS, the New England airport system (excluding heliports and seaplane bases) consists of 
368 landing sites. Of these, 156 are public use airports that are publicly or privately owned, and only 110 
of these airports are eligible to apply to the FAA for Airport Improvements Program (AIP) grants.  
 
ALL AIRPORTS ς COMMERCIAL AND GENERAL AVIATION, NON-NPIAS 
To understand the New England GA airports classification, descriptions of the NPIAS categories are 
provided below. Please note that these numbers are based on the 2012 data year (updates have been 
ƳŀŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ άt±5 ǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘǳōέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 
categories). 
 
COMMERCIAL SERVICE AIRPORTS 
Commercial service airports are defined as public airports with scheduled passenger service and having 
2,500 or more enplaned passengers per year. The 499 commercial service airports are further 
subdivided into two additional categories which are primary (378) and non-primary (121). The primary 
airports enplane at least 10,000 passengers annually. The remaining 121 non-primary commercial 
service airports have between 2,500 and 10,000 annual passenger enplanements. The primary airports 
are further broken down into four categories: large, medium, small and non-hub airports. 

National Total: 499  New England Total: 24 
 
Large Hub Airports  
Large hub airports are those that account for 1.0% or more of total U.S. passenger enplanements. 
Generally, these airports focus primarily on air carrier and cargo operations rather than general aviation 
activity.   

National Total: 29  New England Total: 1 
 
Medium Hub Airports 
Medium hub airports account for at least 0.25% but less than one 1.0% of total U.S. passenger 
enplanements. Medium hub airports have a mix of aviation activity which includes air carrier operations 
and a significant number of general aviation operations.  

National Total: 36  New England Total: 1 
 
Small Hub Airports 
Small hub airports account for at least 0.05% but less than 0.25% of total U.S. passenger enplanements.  
Air carrier activity at small hub airports requires only a fraction of runway capacity which allows these 
airports to accommodate a more general aviation activity with less congestion. 

National Total: 74  New England Total: 4 
 
Non-hub Primary Airports 
Commercial service airports with at least 10,000 annual enplanements but less than 0.05%of all 
commercial passenger enplanements are categorized as non-hub primary airports. These airports are 
typically heavily used by general aviation aircraft. 

National Total: 239  New England Total: 14 
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Non-primary Commercial Service Airports 
Non-primary commercial service airports which have annual enplanements between 2,500 and 10,000 
are categorized as non-primary commercial service airports. These airports have some scheduled air 
carrier operations but are used primarily by general aviation users.  

National Total: 121  New England Total: 4 
 
GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS  
Airports which do not meet the criteria for primary or non-primary airports and do not have scheduled 
commercial service but do have sufficient aeronautical activity (and at least 10 based aircraft) and are at least 
20 miles from the nearest NPIAS airport can be classified as a general aviation airport in the NPIAS. These 
airports are generally the closest source of air transportation for a large segment of the U.S. population and 
many activities taking place at these facilities are critical to more rural areas. These activities include use by 
the military and law enforcement, medical evacuation, flight training, to name a few.  

National Total: 2,563  New England Total: 110 
 
General Aviation Reliever Airports 
In most cases general aviation aircraft and most large commercial aircraft have a variety of differences 
which make mixing the two in an airport operating environment. Operating characteristics such as 
takeoff, landing, and approach speeds and maneuverability are just some of the differences that provide 
many challenges to operating a general aviation aircraft in and among these large commercial jets. It is 
for these reasons that the FAA has encouraged the development of airports in and around the hub 
airports to provide general aviation pilots with suitable alternatives for their aviation activities. These 
airports are designated as reliever airports. Reliever airports must be accessible by the public, have 
25,000 itinerant operations or 100 or more based aircraft to carry this status.         

National Total: 268  New England Total: 11 
 
Other General Aviation NPIAS Airports  
The National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems is was developed in part to identify public use airports 
that are considered significant to the national air transportation system and are therefore eligible to 
receive grant funding from the FAA Airport Improvement Program. Two of the three categories listed 
below are groups of airports which are included under the NPIAS program and the third category 
identifies the group of airports that are not covered.   
 
General Aviation Publicly Owned NPIAS Airports 
Airports that meet the criteria under this category meet the standards of both the general aviation 
airport designation or the reliever airport designation and are owned and managed by local 
governments which are usually responsible for the development and maintenance of the facilities in 
accordance with federal standards. These airports are opened to the public. 

National Total: 2,509  New England Total: 66 
 
General Aviation Privately Owned NPIAS Airports 
Airports that meet the criteria under this category meet the standards of both the general aviation 
airport designation or the reliever airport designation and are owned and managed by private owners 
who are usually responsible for the development and maintenance of the facilities in accordance with 
federal standards. These airports are opened to the public. 
 National Total: 40  New England Total: 9 
 



 NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL AIRPORT SYSTEM PLAN PHASE I CONCLUSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 
 GENERAL AVIATION CLASSIFICATION OF GA AIRPORTS IN NEW ENGLAND SYSTEM 

 
 

   
 

   

Draft Final January 27, 2014 Page 6   
 

General Aviation Publicly or Privately Owned Non-NPIAS Airports 
Airports that meet the criteria under this category may meet the standards of both the general aviation 
airport designations of the previously referenceŘ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ tǳōƭƛŎƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ btL!{ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎέ ŀƴŘ 
άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ btL!{ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
airports are not eligible for FAA airport improvement funding and are not required to be open to the public.  
 National Total: 18,832  New England Total: 46 
 

TABLE 1 / PUBLIC USE AIRPORTS. All Public Use Airports by Category 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NPIAS CATEGORY NE CT MA ME NH RI VT

Large Hub - Primary 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

Medium Hub - Primary 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Small Hub- Primary 4 0 0 1 1 1 1

Non-Hub- Primary 14 1 6 4 1 2 0

Total NPIAS Primary 20 2 7 5 2 3 1

Non Primary - Commercial Service 4 0 1 1 1 0 1

GA Reliever 11 3 3 2 1 2 0

GA- NPIAS Publically Owned 66 6 14 27 10 1 8

GA-NPIAS Privately Owned 9 2 4 0 1 0 2

Total NPIAS Non-Primary 90 11 22 30 13 3 11

Total NPIAS 110 13 29 35 15 6 12

GA Non-NPIAS Privately Owned 39 7 8 12 8 1 3

GA Non-NPIAS Publically Owned 7 0 2 3 1 0 1

Total Non-NIPIAS 46 7 10 15 9 1 4

Total Combined 156 20 39 50 24 7 16
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FIGURE 1 / ALL PUBLIC USE AIRPORTS. NPIAS and Non-NPIAS  

Appendix C provides a listing of airport identification three-letter codes. 
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GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS: A NATIONAL ASSET (FAA ASSET1) 
General aviation airports are an important part of the national and regional aviation systems and generally 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άƻƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀƛǊƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ and a significant economic 
role for the communities they serve. These aeronautical services include emergency preparedness and 
response functions (medical evacuation); law enforcement activities; search and rescue/disaster relief; 
government agency supported services such as security, customs and border protection, and firefighting 
activities. In the United States there is a certain portion of the population that live in remote areas where 
access in and out of these remote areas can only be accomplished by aircraft which makes the airport not 
only a key transportation hub but a life line for the residents of that community.  
 
In May 2012, the FAA completed the ASSET study that presented a national asset classification system 
for GA airports which classifies the airports into five (5) distinct classifications. These classifications 
consist of National, Regional, Local, Basic, and Unclassified. A follow on effort is currently underway by 
the FAA to study the airports that are considered Unclassified. The following are the descriptions of each 
classification as determined by the FAA ASSET Study: 

NATIONAL AIRPORTS CLASSIFICATION 
This classification serves national to global markets with very high levels of activity with many jets and 
multiengine propeller aircraft averaging about 200 based aircraft, including 30 jets. National Airports 
support the national and state system by providing communities with access to national and 
international markets. They accommodate a full range of aviation activity, including large corporate jet 
and multi-engine aircraft operations, significant charter passenger services, or all-cargo operations. They 
often work in conjunction with, and in support of, hub airports serving the aviation needs of larger 
metropolitan areas. 

National Total: 84 
New England Total: 8 (9.5% of άNationalέ ¢ƻǘŀƭύ 

 
REGIONAL AIRPORTS CLASSIFICATION 
This classification serves regional to national markets with high levels of activity with some jets and 
some multiengine propeller aircraft averaging about 90 total based aircraft including three (3) jets. 
Regional airports support regional economies by connecting communities to statewide and interstate 
markets. These airports accommodate a full range of regional and local business activities, limited 
scheduled passenger service, or cargo operations. They serve corporate jet and multi-engine aircraft, as 
well as single-engine propeller aircraft. 

National Total: 467    
New England Total: 16 (3.4% of άRegionalέ ¢ƻǘŀƭύ 

 
LOCAL AIRPORTS CLASSIFICATION 
This classification serves local to regional markets with some multiengine propeller aircraft averaging 
about 33 based propeller driven aircraft and no jets. Local airports supplement communities by 
providing access to primarily intrastate and some interstate markets. These airports accommodate small 
businesses, flight training, emergency service, charter passenger service, cargo operations, and personal 
flying activities. They typically accommodate smaller general aviation aircraft, mostly single-engine 
propeller and some multi-engine aircraft. 

National Total: 1,236 
New England Total: 44 (3.5% of άLocalέ ¢ƻǘŀƭύ 

                                                           
1 General Aviation Airports: A National Asset - http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/ 
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BASIC AIRPORTS CLASSIFICATION 
This classification often serves critical aeronautical functions within local and regional markets with 
moderate to low levels of activity with an average of about 10 propeller driven aircraft and no jets. Basic 
airports support general aviation activities such as emergency service, charter or critical passenger 
service, cargo operations, flight training, and personal flying. These airports typically accommodate 
mostly single-engine propeller aircraft. They may be located in, and provide service to, remote areas of 
the United States with limited or no surface transportation options, and therefore may be critical to the 
transportation of goods required for local day-to-day life. 

National Total: 668 
New England Total: 8 (1.2% of άBasicέ ¢ƻǘŀƭύ 

 
UNCLASSIFIED AIRPORTS CLASSIFICATION 
Of the 2,952 general aviation airports studied by the Federal Aviation Administration, and as outlined in 
ǘƘŜ aŀȅ нлмн wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΥ ! bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜǘέΣ ǘƘŜ C!! could not establish a clearly 
defined category of the remaining 497 airports as they have different types of activity and 
characteristics and could not be readily be described as a clear group or category. 

National Total: 497 
New England Total: 16 (3.2% of άUnclassifiedέ ¢ƻǘŀƭύ 

 
TABLE 2 / ASSET CLASSIFICATION AIRPORTS. All Airports by Classification

 

TABLE 2A / ASSET CLASSIFICATION. Classification by Descriptions and Functions 
 

 
Source: http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/  

ASSET CATEGORY NE CT MA ME NH RI VT

National 8 2 4 0 2 0 0

Regional 16 3 5 2 4 1 1

Local 44 4 10 13 6 3 8

Basic 8 0 0 7 1 0 0

Unclassified 16 2 3 8 1 0 2

Total Asset Categories 92 11 22 30 14 4 11
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FIGURE 2 / FAA ASSET AIRPORTS. By ASSET Classifications 

Appendix C provides a listing of airport identification three-letter codes. 
 

 

 

 

 
















































































































